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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2309 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINR, PINT, SY 

SUBJ: SAFWAN AL-QUDSI: MINISTER OF STATE 

1 . SAFWAN AL-QUDSI ON MARCH 30, 1978, WAS NAMED TO THE NEW 
CABINET AS A MINISTER OF STATE. HE WAS BROUGHT OVER FROM 
THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL BY THE NEW PRIME MINISTER MIHAMAD ALI AL- 
HALABI. QUDSI HAD BEEN ELECTED TO THE PEOPLE S COUNCIL AUGUST 1, 

1977, AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DAMASCUS CITY LIST OF "OTHER 
GROUPS OF THE PEOPLE" (I.E., OTHER THAN LABORERS AND PEASANTS). 

HE SERVED NOMINALLY ON THE COMMITTEE OF ORIENTATION AND 
GUIDANCE BUT WAS USED BY HALABI WHEN HE WAS PRESIDENT OF 
THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL TO OVERSEE PROTOCOL AND ADMINISTRATION. 

AS A MINISTER OF STATE, QUDSI IS NOW EXPECTED TO HEAD UP THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S PRIVATE OFFICE. HE OWES HIS POSITION TO 

HALABI AND CAN BE COUNTED AMONG HALABI'S SUPPORTERS. 

2. QUDSI IS A MEMBER OF THE ARAB SOCIALIST UNION PARTY AND 
IN 1977 WAS LECTED SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE PARTY. IN SPITE 
OF THIS POSITION QUDSI HAS NO REAL POLITICAL BASE SINCE HIS 
PARTY, ONE OF THE CONSTITUENT ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRESSIVE 
NATIONAL FRONT, IS TOTALLY SUBESERVIENT TO THE BAATH PARTY 
AND IS MORE NOMINAL THAN REAL. QUDSI HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF 
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SYRIAN UNION OF ARAB WRITERS 
SINCE 1975, WHERE HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 02309 251052Z 

HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNION WAS BASED ON HIS BACKGROUND AS 
EDITORIAL SECRETARY OF "AL MAAREFA" MAGAZINE FROM 1972-74 
AND THEN AS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE MAGAZINE FROM 1974-78. 
"AL-MAAREFA" IS A MONTHLY PUBLICATION DEVOTED TO LITERATURE 
AND THE ARTS PUBLISHED BY THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE. QUDSI 
ALSO PUBLISHED TWO BOOKS "ARMED POLICY" IN 1974, A STUDY 
ON CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THOUGH AND "FACE AND MASK" IN 
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1977, STUDIES ON POLITICAL FACTS AND POTENTIALITIES. QUDSI 
GRADUATED FROM DAMASCUS UNIVERSITY IN 1966 WITH A BACHELOR'S 
DEGREE IN PHILOSOPHY. 

3. QUDSI'S STRENGTH AND POTENTIAL COMES MORE FROM HIS 
ABILITY TO EFFICIENTLY HANDLE PROTOCOL AND ADMINISTRATION 
THEN FROM HIS POLITICAL POSITION OR HIS INTELLECTUAL PURSUITS. 

HE WAS BORN IN 1940 TO A WELL KNOWN AN CIENTREGIME SUNNI 
DAMASCUS FAMILY WHICH COUNTS A FORMER PRESIDENT OF SYRIA 
AMONG ITS RELATIONS. HE IS MARRIED ANDHAS TWO CHILDREN. 

HE SPEAKS ENGLISH AND FRENCH. HIS BROTHER, MUWAFFAQ, IS A 
FORMER AMBASSADOR WHO NOW SERVES AS DIRECTOR OF THE PROTOCOL 
DIVISION OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

PELLETREAU 
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